4-H Barn Buddies: Animal Science Discovery Project
Family FAQ
What is the Barn Buddies program?
Barn Buddies is a 4-H project for youth who want to learn about animals but do not own one. Youth are paired with experienced 4-H members who serve as mentors. Participants learn animal science, handling skills, and 4-H values through workshops, project meetings, and a special fair class.

Who is this program for?
· Youth interested in livestock or animal science
· Families who want a low-barrier way to explore a new species
· Youth who want hands-on learning without owning an animal

Does my child need to own an animal?
No. Animals are provided by mentors for learning and for the Barn Buddies showmanship class at fair.

What project will my child enroll in?
Youth enroll in the 4-H Discover Animal Science project.
They will complete:
· A display board
· The general project record book

What will my child do during the year?
· Attend workshops or regular project meetings
· Meet with their mentor at least six times
· Learn animal care, handling, and species basics
· Prepare for a special Barn Buddies showmanship class at fair
· Participate in 4-H club meetings, complete 5 requirements
· Create a poster and share what they learned about their animals

Will my child be dropped off with a mentor?
No. Youth are not dropped off at mentor homes.
Parents or guardians are expected to attend sessions with their child, especially when animals are involved. Most learning will happen during organized workshops or project meetings with adult supervision.

Is this a competitive program?
Yes. Youth may participate in a Barn Buddies Showmanship Class at fair. This class is separate from traditional showmanship classes. The display poster 4-H project will compete against other displays to win ribbons and possibly go on to state fair. 

Can mentors still show their own animals?
Yes. Mentors may still show their animals in their own showmanship and conformation classes. The animal used by a mentee is only shown in the Barn Buddies class.

Is Barn Buddies a full 4-H livestock project?
Barn Buddies focuses on learning and exploration, not ownership. It is a great way to try a species, gain experience, and decide if a full livestock project is right in the future.

Which species are included?
Species participation depends on availability and superintendent support.
Dairy Goats, Utility Goats, Dog, Dairy Cattle, and Rabbits are included in 2026, with others added as available.

Why was this program created?
Barn Buddies helps:
· Reduce barriers to 4-H participation
· Support youth who want hands-on animal learning
· Provide a safe, structured introduction to livestock projects

How do we get involved?
Application and mentorship matches will happen in February and March. 
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